All sessions will be in Bell Tower 1494
8:00 – 8:50  Introductory Session

a) Introduction of the SoCal-Nev NExT Fellows and the organizers

b) Mini presentations by the fellows.

10:05 – 11:00  Supervising Research: Tips and Topics


Panelists:
Becky Head, Bakersfield Community College




Tom Langley, California Lutheran University




Cindy Wyels, California State University Channel Island

Each panelist will give a short presentation addressing some or all of the following topics: 1) How to recruit students for research projects.   2) Where to find ideas for suitable topics.  3) How to keep students involved and make sure the projects are completed.  4)  Support from the department and colleagues.   5)  What rewards, if any, are there for the students and the faculty?  Panel presentations will be followed by a question and answer session.

11:00 – 11:45 Curriculum Development


Presenter: 
Magnhild Lien, California State University Northridge

Does your department have an ongoing curriculum development/design process?  We will discuss who is (or should be) involved in this; national guidelines available for curriculum design; collaborations with faculty in other disciplines and/or other institutions.  
12:30 – 1:45  Lunch  (Conference Hall Building, Conference Hall 1)
Section NExT fellows will join the other MAA meeting participants for lunch.

3:00 – 4:00  Surviving the First Few Years in an Academic Job

Panelists:
Silvia Fernández, California State University Northridge



Karrolyne Fogel, California Lutheran University



Berit Givens, Cal Poly Pomona




Blake Mellor, Loyola Marymount University




Rena Petrello, Moorpark College
The panelists will discuss different aspects of getting adjusted to their first full-time academic job; what challenges they encountered and how they managed to meet those challenges; time management; balancing work and family; what support they received from department chair and colleagues.  Panel presentation will be followed by a question and answer session.

5:30 - ?  Dinner at a nearby restaurant.  
Silvia Fernández was born in Mexico where she got a BS in Mathematics from UNAM, the National University of Mexico. She moved to the US for her graduate studies and got a Ph D in Mathematics at Rutgers University in 2001. She passed from being a graduate student to her first full-time job as a tenure-track in the Department of Mathematics at California State University, Northridge (CSUN). She is currently in her fifth year at CSUN. Although she dedicates most of her time outside the classroom to her research on Combinatorial Geometry, student involvement in Mathematics and particularly through "Mathematical Problem Solving" activities has always been a key aspect of her academic life. In the last few years she has been actively involved in the preparation of K-12 teachers at CSUN.

Karrolyne Fogel is currently Department Chair at California Lutheran University, where she started 7 years ago immediately following graduate school at UT Austin. Her mathematical background is in Number Theory, but she is currently feeding a growing interest in Voting Theory.  She was active on the Board of Editors for the Young Mathematians' Network until this past Janurary and is a Project NExT Brown Dot.  Intertwined with the mathematical aspects of her life is her family which includes, but is not limited to, a couple of very high energy boys aged 2 and 4.

Berit Givens moved to California two years ago to begin teaching at Cal PolyPomona.   She came here straight from graduate school in Wisconsin.  It wasn't such a big culture shock, because Berit actually grew up in San

Diego.  Her research interests are set-theoretic topology and abstractalgebra, but her first love is teaching.

Rebecca Head is Professor of Mathematics at Bakersfield College.  She has a Bachelor of Science, Chemical Engineering from University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado and a Master of Science, Mathematics  California State University, Northridge.  She is married to Rick Head.  They have three children: Shauna, Chris, and Jennifer.  She has been teaching for twenty years; part time for 8 years and full time for 12 years – at both California State University, Bakersfield and at Bakersfield College.

Tom Langley received Bachelor's and Master's degrees in electrical engineering from Rice University and USC, respectively.  After a stint as a practicing engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, he saw the light and turned to graduate study in mathematics.    Dr. Langley received his Ph.D. in mathematics from UCSD in 2001, studying algebraic combinatorics.  For the last four years he was an assistant professor of mathematics at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, where he supervised the research of many undergraduates as part of Rose-Hulman's NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates program.  Dr. Langley returned to Southern California this year to join the faculty at CLU. 
Magnhild Lien received her Ph.D. from University of Iowa in 1984.  Her area of specialization is knot theory.  She is in her eight year as Department Chair of the Mathematics Department at California State University.  She served on the Board of the Southern California-Nevada Section of the MAA for four years, the last year, 2002-2004, as Section Chair.  She  was one of the co- founders of the SoCal-Nev Section NExT.  She is a member of the Management Council of the NSF funded MAA project PMET (Preparing Mathematicians to Educate Teachers), a co-coordinator of the California effort of the PMET project, and she has been the co-leader of two PMET summer workshops.  Dr. Lien is a member of AWM’s Committee on Committees and the Professional Development Committee of the MAA.
Blake Mellor received his BA from Harvard College in 1993, and his Ph.D. from Berkeley in 1999.  His first teaching position was at the newly-formed Honors College (now the Wilkes Honors College) at Florida Atlantic University in West Palm Beach, Florida (where he did NOT vote for Pat Buchanan).  Since 2002 he has taught at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, a welcome return to his hometown.  His research is in knot theory and topological graph theory, with a burgeoning interest in the scholarship of teaching and learning.

Rena Petrello  began her teaching career as a graduate student at CSU Northridge in 1998 and has taught full-time at the community college level for 7 years (5.5 years at Oxnard College, 1.5 at Moorpark College).  While at Oxnard College, she served as the mathematics Department Chair, a Senator of Academic Senate, Supervised the Supplemental Instruction program, co-founded the math club (advisor), and received the Mark Dever Award for Excellence in Teaching (2004).  Rena earned her B.A. in Pure Mathematics and M.S. in Mathematics at CSU Northridge.

Cindy Wyels:  Prior to joining CSU Channel Islands in F'05, the bulk of Cindy Wyels' academic career was spent at California Lutheran University.  Her research interests lie in combinatorial mathematics and linear algebra. Most recently she has focused on questions in graph theory, including graph pebbling. She promotes student engagement in mathematical discovery by working with students on any topic that is mutually interesting.  Dr. Wyels has obtained funding to provide stipends forminority undergraduate mathematics students to work on research with herfull-time during summers.  More than 25 of her students have presented posters or given talks at regional and national mathematics meetings.
