TO:            Members of the MAA-NJ Section

FROM:      Naomi Shapiro, Secretary

RE:            Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held on 

                   January 21, 2006

                   Middlesex County College, Edison, NJ

In Attendance:  Carol Avelsgaard, Karen Clark, Amy Cohen, Larry D’Antonio,  

                           Bonnie Gold, Mark Korlie, Cathy Liebars,   Reginald Luke, 

                           Theresa C. Michnowicz,  Hieu Nguyen, Naomi Shapiro

  1. Reports

        (a) Minutes from the last executive committee meeting

                   Naomi Shapiro distributed the minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting

              held on September 24, 2005 at the College of New Jersey.  Some typographical

              errors were noted and changed. With these changes the minutes were 

              unanimously accepted by those present.

        (b) Treasurer’s Report             

                   Karen Clark made an informal Treasurer’s Report for the Fall 2005 meeting.

              A more formal report will be distributed at a later time. A CD for $12,000

              just came due. We now have $15, 700 in a checking account. Another CD

              for $3000 will come due next month. A CD for about $12,000 will come due

              in February, 2007. The national MAA has a new auditing company. It is

              possible they will audit sections with over $10,000. They seem to be 

              particularly concerned with those sections with more than $25,000. The national

              MAA may want to take over management of the CD’s and invest the funds

              at a better rate. The NJ Section may transfer to the national MAA the $3000

              and $12000 CD’s after the $3000 CD comes due next month. 

                    As a guide to money kept in a checking account: there should be a minimum

              of  $5000, and a maximum of  $10,000. It was suggested that Karen write to

              John Kenelly, Treasurer  of the national MAA about the NJ Section’s plan to 

              avoid an audit.

         (c) Governor’s Report

                   Reggie Luke attended the Board of Governors Meeting at the Joint 

               AMS/MAA meeting in San Antonio, Texas, held Jan. 12-15. He reported that 

               there were over 4500 participants. This was his last national meeting in his

               capacity as Governor since his term expires this July. The proposed bylaws

               for the New Jersey Section were approved by the MAA Board of Governors.

               The New Jersey Section thanks Bonnie Gold and her committee for all their

               work making revisions and updates. The most recent national NExT fellows in

               the NJ Section are David Nacin from William Patterson University and Chi W. 

               Tzeng from Monmouth University.

                    The many NJ section members participating in presentations or panel

               discussions were listed, as well as those involved in organizing paper sessions

               or panel discussions. It was pointed out that some NJ participants in AMS

               activities had been omitted. An updated list was provided. 

                    MathFest 2006 will be held in Knoxville, TN, August 10-12, 2006. The next

               Joint AMS/MAA Meeting will be held in New Orleans, Jan 5-8, 2007.

        (d) Section Officer’s Meeting Report

                   Plans are underway for the 2015 MAA Centennial. Each Section will 

              have a centennial liaison planner. Larry D’Antonio agreed  to be the liaison

              for the NJ Section.

                   The Section can nominate someone for the national Haimo Award for 

              Distinguished College or University Teaching of Mathematics who was

              considered in the previous year. The nominee’s package can be updated

              if so desired.

         (e) Awards Committee:

                    There will be no individual awards.

        (f)  Bylaws Revision Committee:

                    Bonnie Gold will create a web page of our newly approved bylaws

              and send it to Michael Jones to post. Although the national MAA will

              have new wording regarding residency for members, the Section believes

              our new bylaws conform to the proposed new wording and will not need

              further change.

        (g) Nominating committee

                    At the Fall meeting of 2006, the following slate of candidates will be

              presented:

                    Bonnie Gold                      Vice-Chair for Speakers

                    Karen Clark                       Treasurer

                    Carol Avelsgaard              Vice-Chair for Two-Year Colleges

                    Hieu Nguyen                     Chair-Elect

                    Theresa C. Michnowicz    Vice-Chair for Innovations

                    At the Business meeting of the Section, suspension of the two-term limit

             for some of these candidates will be sought.    

                    The Public Information  Officer is an appointed position. Michael Jones

            would like to continue handling the book sales, but does not wish to serve 

            as PIO. Karen Clark will look at the list of people who noted that they would

            like to serve in the NJ Chapter. The PIO should have the technical skills

            to run a Web page. They should also make announcements of awards and honors

            given to Section members.  Some names were tentatively suggested. 

                   There have been problems with maintaining a list of liaisons at each

            institution. Much information is currently out of date.

 2) Reflections on Fall, 2005 meeting     

                   There were about 85 attendees at this Sunday meeting.  20 attendees handed

           in evaluation forms. 

 3) Spring, 2006 meeting (50th Anniversary meeting) at Georgian Court University

      on April 8, 2006

           (a) Speakers

                    Robert Devaney from Boston University will speak on

               “Chaos Games and Fractal Images”.  Judith Grabiner from Pitzer College

                in California, and Roger Pinkham from Stevens Institute of Technology

                will also give invited talks. None of these invited speakers come from the MAA

                list of speakers. Hieu Nguyen will obtain more information about the speakers’

                needs for lodging and transportation. Abstracts should be sent to Bonnie Gold

                and Michael Jones. The speakers will need two overheads, a microphone,

                and an LCD projector.

            (b) GSUMC

                     The MAA is giving only $500 for the GSUMC. Expenses usually total

                about $2000. The MAA funds are to pay for the cost of speakers. Last

                time, we charged $15 for each 3-person team. This Spring, $20 will be charged

                for each team.

                     There will be special 50th Anniversary T-shirts given to each participant

                in the GSUMC.

                      It was suggested that a workshop be held on Student Careers.

                Amy Cohen suggested people to talk about operations research, public health

                applications, transportation applications, NSA opportunities, etc.

                The name of JohnT. Saccoman from Seton Hall was mentioned perhaps

                as a possible organizer. Rooms will be needed for any workshops.

                Further suggestions for student workshops were Mathematics

                of Finance, Biological Modeling. There will also be student contributed

                paper sessions and  a poster session.

                      It was suggested that students would like an option of juice for morning

                refreshments as well as coffee and water. Also the executive committee thought

                that everyone should register in the same building, and that the food should be

                in the same location as the registration.

          (c) Contributed paper sessions

                     There  will be a session on the history of mathematics, and one or two

                general sessions. Flyers will go out February 17. By March 9, those wishing

                to give a contributed paper should send to the committee a title, a one-page

                summary, and an abstract about 50-75 words long (about 3 sentences).

                The committee will decide how to organize the sessions by March 18.

                The program will be ready for printing by March 24.

                     This information should be sent to liaisons and to Michael Jones. The

                NExT fellows should be encouraged to submit contributed papers.

          (d) lunch discussions

                     There will be at most 5 tables. One table will be “Tales of the New Jersey

               Section”. Another table might concern Math Placement Tests. The name

               of Lou Hirsh was mentioned in this regard. There possibly might be a NJ-NExT

               table.

          (e) Project Next

                      The Section will aim for a new cohort of NJ Project NExt fellows for Fall

               2007.  The NJ Section will consider sponsoring a NJ NExT fellow in the future. 

               This would cost about $2500 and would pay to send the fellow to 3 national 

               meetings.

          (f) Evaluation forms

                    The Committee decided to continue handing out evaluation forms.

                The forms would also ask for suggestions for topics, workshops, or speakers.

                There should be a box at the meeting for evaluation forms.

          (g) Souvenir Committee’s report

                     The Committee presented possibilities for key chains or tote bags.

                 The Executive Committee preferred one of the tote bags. The cost will

                 be $6.85  plus the cost for a monogram and MAA logo. The monogram

                 might  read  “NJ Section 50th Anniversary”.

           (h) Section history

                     There will be a separate handout for the Section History. Members

                 will be invited to make corrections and additions. The secretary will

                 send an email to Tina Straley, the Executive Director of the national MAA,

                 asking her to write a congratulatory letter that we can read aloud at our

                 50th Anniversary meeting. There will be free registration and lunch for

                 any former governor or chair of the NJ Section.

            (i) Service Awards

                      While there will be no individual service awards, some past governors

                 and chairs will be asked to be presiders. They will be asked to relate one

                 short (3-minute) anecdote about the NJ Section. Special name tags will

                 will be given to former governors and chairs. Governors will have a red

                 ribbon attached, chairs a blue ribbon attached.

            (j) Distinguished teaching award

                     Amy Cohen is chair of the committee. The nomination packet of the winner

                  of the Section Teaching award must be sent to the national MAA by March 1. 

            (k) other issues

                      i)  publisher requests for presentations

                              We  will consider requests for such presentations only for the

                          Fall meetings.

                      ii) The publishers will be asked if they care to sponsor something (such as

                           morning breakfast) in honor of the 50th anniversary meeting.

                      iii) The host committee at Georgian Court University consists of the

                            Mathematics Department faculty:

                                Margaret Canzonier, Naomi Shapiro, Robert Smyth, Joel Pitt. 

4) Fall 2006 meeting, Saturday, Nov. 4 at Seton Hall University

          (a) Speakers

                      Carl Pomerance will speak at the meeting. It was suggested that someone

                speak about what the next 10 years holds for mathematics and mathematicians.

                The names of Devlin and Borwein  were mentioned.

          (b) workshops

                   6 weeks of lead time is needed. The workshops should be accessible

                to students. Suggested topics: mathematics education of teachers,

                REU (Research Experience for Undergraduates) summer programs.

5) Future meetings

          (a) Dates and locations

                     In Fall, 2007, there may possibly be a joint meeting with the

               Metropolitan New York Section. For Spring 2007, Rowan is a possibility.

September 9, 2006 is a possible date for the next executive committee meeting of the

NJ-MAA .

                            Submitted by Naomi Shapiro, Secretary MAA-NJ

