TO:            Members of the MAA-NJ Section

FROM:     Naomi Shapiro, Secretary

RE:            Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting held on January 27, 2008
                   The College of New Jersey, Ewing, NJ

In Attendance:  Eliana Antoniou, Carol Avelsgaard, Karen Clark, Amy Cohen,  
                            Larry D’Antonio, Bonnie Gold,  Tom Hagedorn, Olcay Ilicasu, 
                            Pat Kenshaft,  Mark Korlie,  Theresa C. Michnowicz,  David Nacin, 

                            Hieu Nguyen, Naomi Shapiro, Beimnet Teclezghi, Paul von Dohlen
  1. Reports

        (a) Minutes from the last executive committee meeting

                   Naomi Shapiro distributed the minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
              held on September 15, 2007 at Middlesex County College. The minutes were 

              unanimously approved.

        (b) Treasurer’s Report             

              Karen Clark distributed the Treasurer’s Report. A summary of the Treasurer’s   

              report as of January, 2008 is as follows:

              Balance in checking account as of Sept. 2007       $   2,363.18                           

              Expenses:                                                                     4,539.11

              Revenues:                                                                    2,306.96

              Balance in checking account as of  Jan. 2008        $      131.03
              A CD of $13,000 has matured. Karen will place $8000 in new CD’s, one to

              mature in January, one to mature in July. $5000 will be placed in the checking

              account.
              The national MAA Committee for Strategic Planning for Sections has asked our

              section to make an annual budget. A possible method could be to use figures

              based on expenses averaged over the past three years. The Executive Committee

              decided it was tentatively in favor of making a budget, but wants Karen to

              request guidelines from the national MAA.

             The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.
         (c) Book Sales Report

                     The total book sales for the Fall, 2007 meeting was $826.95.
              The new book sale coordinator will be Beimnet Teclezghi.
         (d) Governor’s Report

                    At the Board of Governors meeting, William Hawkings made an appeal for
               more sites for summer programs for minority undergraduates. As of now,  there 

               are no such programs in New Jersey. Funding is available.
                   The MAA national committees are trying to recruit new members. Interested  

               members can contact the MAA directly (see the web site maa.org) or contact the

               MAA-NJ Secretary (nshapiro@georgian.edu) who can suggest members for

               national committees on the year-end report.

                    The BoG urges the NJ Section to buy a brick for $303 in the Paul R. Halmos

               Commemorative Walk at the Carriage House Conference Center in Washington

               D.C.  This is a way of supporting the national MAA. 

                    The Board is looking for feedback on what more the Governor can do for the

               Section, and for the National organization.

                     A more complete Governor’s Report will be printed in the program for the

               April 12 meeting.

        (e) Section Officer’s Meeting Report

                     Money will be made available for students who are giving talks to go to the

              joint AMS-MAA meetings as well as the MathFest.   
        (f) Awards Committee Report:

                    The 2008 Distinguished Service Award will be awarded to Larry

             D’Antonio.
       (g)  Nominating Committee’s Report:

                     Larry D’Antonio and Mark Korlie will run for Governor of New Jersey.

             Pat Kenshaft’s term expires in June, 2009.
2) Reflections on Fall, 2007 meeting          

        (a) Evaluations 

                   Mark Korlie distributed a summary of the evaluation forms from the last
             meeting.
        (b) Other issues
                    The speakers were very good,  and the host committee did an excellent job.

              The restaurants which were selected for the post-meeting dinners were too

              expensive. Ideally, the host institution should try to find some dinner  

              accommodations in the $20-25 range which are close to the institution. 
3) Spring 2008 meeting Saturday, April 12,  William Paterson University
          a) Speakers

                   Art Benjamin, Harvey Mudd College  (joint MAA-GSUMC speaker)

              Alan Tucker, SUNY Stony Brook, Doron Zeilberger, Rutgers University.

              The order of program will be 1) Doron Zeilberger, 2) Alan Tucker, and 

              3) Art Benjamin. The plenary talk should be accessible to students.
          b)  Advertising flyer

                    A postcard will be mailed to the membership, and meeting information will 

                be posted on the MAA-NJ web site by February 27. This is 45 days before the

                April 12 meeting as stipulated in the by-laws.
          c) details and GSUMC
                    Details of the meeting were discussed. The Dean of the School of Sciences

              will make the welcoming remarks.  A tentative schedule was suggested:
               MAA                                                                       GSUMC

               8:30 – 9:15    registration                                        8:15 – 9:15  registration                 

               9:15 – 9:30    welcome                                            9:30 – 12:00 competition
               9:30 – 10:25    talk
              10:25 – 11:05   break   

              11;05 – 11:25   business (reports, etc)   

              11:25 – 12:20   talk                                                   12:00 – 1:00 lunch
              12:20 – 1:50     lunch                                                 1:00 – 2:00 poster session

                1:50 – 3:05     contributed talks                               2:10 – 3:10 student talks

                3:05 – 3:30     break                                            
                3:30 – 4:25                  PLENARY TALK               3:30 – 4:25

                4:25 – 4:45                        PRIZES                          4:25 – 4:45 
                5:00                dinner

          d) Contributed paper sessions

                      Submissions for contributed papers should be made to Terry Michnowicz

               by March 5. It was agreed that leaders of contributed paper sessions will get free 

               registration.

          e) Lunch discussions

                     It was suggested that an announcement be made at the meeting that

               attendees could create their own table with a given focus. No presider would be
               needed.  Suggestions for lunch discussion topics should be submitted to  Terry

              Michnowicz by March 5.
          f) Evaluation forms

                    The host institution should collect the evaluation forms and send them to

              Hieu Nguyen. 
          g) Publishers exhibits
                    Up to 2 publishers can make presentations. In order to attract a larger 

              audience, it is suggested that perhaps the publishers should distribute through

              email a write-up of what they intend to present.

          h) Distinguished Teaching Award

                     The Teaching Award Committee chaired by Amy Cohen will report its 

              choice to the Executive Committee by March 8.  In the future the MAA-NJ will
              send email notices to all members soliciting nominations. This should be done
              about the third week in September. 

          i) Other issues

                    The host committee will try to keep charges for lunch about $12.00. Free 

              registration and lunches at meetings for advisors of GSUMC teams will no

              longer be available. Leaders of contributed paper sessions will get free 
              registration.
                    All information for the program should be sent to Program Editor David 
              Marshall  (dmarshal@monmouth.edu)  by March 22, 3 weeks before the April 
              12 meeting. 
                    Olcay will handle flyers for the door prizes. Princeton University Press will

              donate books to be used as prizes.

                     David Marshall will send final draft of the program to  William Paterson 
              University on April 2, ten days before the meeting.

                    Those who need tables set up at the meeting should send requests to Eliana 

              Antoniou.

 4) Future meetings
         a) Fairleigh Dickinson Saturday, November 1, 2008
                  i. Speakers

                          Karen Parshall of the University of Virginia will speak at the meeting.
                  ii. Workshops/panels
                          Some ideas for workshops were suggested: history of math, continued 

                      discussion of the  articulation agreements, how to find REU, career

                      workshops

                          Amy Cohen wants to stop serving as chair of workshops.

                 iii. NJ-NExT
                          NJ-NExT has a cohort of 18 members. There will be a Fall workshop. 
                      It was suggested that the national NExT fellows from New Jersey might

                      make good speakers. Tom Hagedorn suggested that NExT members get

                      involved with the GSUMC. 

         b) Spring 2009

                   Nothing has yet been arranged. A possibility might be Rutgers.

             A joint meeting with EPADEL might be considered for a Fall meeting.

  5) Old business

          a) Conference on Transfer Articulation in Mathematics: 
              Friday, February 8, 2008, Rutgers University (NB campus).

                   There will be greetings at 10:00 AM. The meeting is scheduled from
              10:00AM – 3:30PM. There will be free parking and free lunch. The schedule
               is available on the Rutgers web site     math.rutgers.edu .

          b) Resolution on math courses for pre-service elementary school teachers

                    Karen Clark distributed the following  recommendation from the NJ
              Association of  Mathematics Teacher Education (NJAMTE) which was put forth

             as an alternative to the recommendation from the MAA and the NCTM:
************************************************************************

Prospective  elementary teacher (K-5) should demonstrate their mathematics proficiency by meeting all of the following requirements:
· Demonstrate mastery of high school algebra 2 content by successfully completing such a courses in high school or college.

· Demonstrate mathematics proficiency on the Praxis I

· Successfully complete at least two college courses (6 semester hours) in mathematics content. These courses should be taught by mathematics faculty and should relate to the content of K-5 mathematics, including number sense and numerical operations; geometry and measurement; patterns and algebra; and data analysis, probability, and discrete mathematics.

· Successfully complete one college course (3 semester hours) in methods of teaching mathematics. This course should be taught by a mathematics educator and should emphasize the mathematical processes of problem solving, communication, reasoning, mathematical representations, use of technology, and making mathematical connections.

· Demonstrate proficiency in teaching mathematics by teaching a standards-based mathematics lesson in a K-5 classroom to the satisfaction of a cooperating teacher and a university-based supervisor. The university-based supervisor should have appropriate experiences in evaluating such lessons.
The committee had various concerns which should be addressed to Janet Caldwell at caldwell@rowan.edu . The decision whether or not to endorse this proposal will be done by email vote.
6) New Business

          a) Apply for grant funding for GSUMC
                    October 15 is the deadline to put in an application to NSA for funding

              to host the GSUMC.

          b)  MAA Carriage House brick donation $303

                     The Executive Committee voted  in favor of this proposal. There were 2 

               abstentions out of 13 voting members present. This brick will be placed in the 
               Paul R.  Halmos Commemorative Walk at the Carriage House Conference
               Center in Washington D.C. 

          c) Recognition for Sister M. Stephanie Sloyan
                     Sister Stephanie, passed away Dec. 21, 2007. She was a member of the
              MAA since 1952, and a founding member of the NJ Section in 1956. She 
              served as Vice-Chair, Chair, and Governor of the New Jersey Section. She 
              received the first New Jersey Award for Distinguished Teaching in 1992, and the

              NJ Award for Meritorious Service in 2000.
                    Pat Kenshaft, Terry Michnowicz, and Naomi Shapiro will form a committee

              to recommend ways to recognize and honor Sister Stephanie.

          d) other 

                     In response to the question of what more the Board of Governors can do for

               the NJ Section. it was suggested that the Agenda for the BoG be posted on the

               NJ website. It was also suggested that the section make use of the National 
               MAA ideas on student activities.  Since the Board wants new members for the 
               National Committees, perhaps a workshop or lunch table can discuss the MAA

               committees.  A pre-doctoral NExT group might be a possibility to involve

               graduate students.

                             Submitted by Naomi Shapiro, Secretary MAA-NJ

