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Abstract: This presentation explores a series of studies in mathematics education 
focused on students’ conceptions of proof. Each study is grounded in a simple heuristic: 
giving students novel proof task types provides new insights into their understanding of 
proof. The findings reveal intriguing perspectives on how students conceptualize 
mathematical proofs, and how these conceptualizations influence their approach to 
reading and interpreting proofs authored by others.  
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