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Abstract: A mathematical knot is a simple object -- take a piece of string, 
tie it up however you like, and glue the ends together so you can't untie it. 
But these deceptively easy objects to describe and fiddle with are key to 
understanding deep geometric questions, many not nearly so accessible. 
We'll introduce knots and consider some possible measures of how 
complicated a knot is, before turning our attention to one of my favorite 
topics, possible symmetries of knots. In the end, we'll see how different 
types of symmetry have wildly different relationships with how 
"complicated" the knots involved are. 
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