REPORT FROM THE MAA-NJ GOVERNOR (Reginald Luke, MCC):

(Preliminary version for MAA-NJ Exec Committee review)

The Joint AMS/MAA Annual Conference for 2004 was held in Phoenix AZ from January 7th to 10th.  Over 4200 attendees witnessed a full schedule of meetings, workshops and presentations.  The MAA national organization is faring well, with Treasurer John Kenelly declaring its financial status as a series of sixes, “six million dollar budget, six million dollar building, six million dollar endowment, and six million dollars of grants in place.”  Several compliance audits, such as one by NSF on indirect costs, were successfully satisfied in 2003.  A new slate of officers will be coming in:  President-elect Carl Cowen, First Vice-president Barbara Faires, and Second Vice President Jean Bee Chan.  President Ron Graham successfully completed his term as national MAA leader.

The MAA Board of Governors approved the selection of San Francisco as the site for the 2010 Joint Mathematics Meeting and New Orleans as the site for the 2011 meeting.  Some increases in dues were also approved.  An MAA Archivist was appointed to begin documenting MAA history, and local sections have been encouraged to do the same.  Nathaniel Dean was elected Governor-at-Large for Minorities and Jonathan Borwein Governor-at-Large for Canadians.  A Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to Chancey Jones, ETS, for his outstanding work as an ambassador for mathematics.  Project NExT has spawned a spinoff.  The ExxonMobil Foundation has funded a new 3-year MAA project, Advancing Community College Careers: Education, Scholarship and Service (ACCCESS) to support the professional development of 30 new two-year college faculty members, similar to what Project NExT has accomplished at the collegiate level.  A new SIGMAA on Quantitative Literacy was approved.  A review of a previous joint statement by MAA and NCTM on Calculus in Secondary Schools generated substantial discussion and was referred back to committee.  The theme for the Mathematics Month to be coordinated with SIAM will be Mathematics and Communications:  It’s a Small World.  I had the pleasure of presiding at the MAA Invited Address by Neil J.A. Sloane on his on-line integer sequence website, which he had previously previewed at our MAA-NJ Fall 2003 Conference at RVCC.  The next MAA national conference will be MathFest 2004 in Providence RI on August 12-14, 2004

Again the MAA-NJ Section members distinguished themselves admirably at the national level, providing substantial contributions through committee involvement, workshops organization and session presentations:

Committee Appointments (Name, Institution, Committee/Board):

· Amy Cohen, Rutgers University, MAA Program Committee for January 2005 Atlanta GA meetings.

· Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, Committee on Articulation & Placement

· Michael Jones, Montclair State University, College Mathematics Journal (CMJ) Editorial Board.

· Reginald Luke, Middlesex County College, Mathematics Education of Teachers (COMET).

· Barbara Osofsky, Rutgers University, Program Committee and a note of thanks for serving as Chair, Short Course Committee, Math Fest2003. 

Workshop Organizers (Name, Institution, Workshop):

· Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, with W. Marion, Developing Your Department’s Assessment Plan.

· Michael Jones, Montclair State Univeristy, with others, MAA General Contributed Papers Sessions.

· Patricia Clark Kenschaft, Montclair State University, Environmental Mathematics.

· Revathi Narasimhan, Kean University, Writing Textbooks in Mathematics, for Project NExt Panel Discussion.

Presentations (Name, Institution & Title of talk):

· B. L. Bodner, Monmouth University, The Geometric Structure of Portal and Window Grilles of La Mezquita.

· Kimberly Jordan Burch, Montclair State University, Applied Graph Theory in the Classroom.

· Youngna Choi, Montclair State University, and Yeomin Yoon, Seton Hall University, Safety Deposit: what it really cost us. Preliminary report.

· Amy Cohen, Rutgers University, More effective mathematics education for teachers, Preliminary report.

· Ed Conjura, The College of New Jersey, Use of a CAS in a Discrete Mathematics Course.

· Lawrence D’Antonio, Ramapo College, “You cannot solder an Abyss with Air”– the Role of Metaphor in Mathematics. Preliminary report.

· Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, College Algebra Alternatives: One Size Doesn’t Fit All (and how it works).

· Thomas Hagedorn & Karen Clark, The College of New Jersey, Improving Calculus and Linear Algebra Pedagogy, using Multiple Web Based Computer Tools.

· Brian Hopkins, Saint Peter’s College, A Catalan Project in Discrete Mathematics.

· Karen D Ivy, Montclair State University, There’s no Writing in Math Class?

· Yi Jin and Bahman Kalantary, Rutgers University, On general convergence and polynomiography in computing roots of unity.

· Michael Jones, Montclair State University, Whether You Win or Lose, It’s How the Overtime is Played: A Markov Chain Analysis of the National Football League’s Overtime Rules; with Arup Mukherjee, Montclair State University, A Sophomore-Level Transition Course.

· Bahman Kalantari, Rutgers University, Polynomiography: Visualization of Polynomials. 

· Christopher J. Lacke, Rowan University, Using Visual Tools in the Teaching of Hypothesis Testing.

· Reginald Luke, Middlesex County College, Using Graphing Calculator Technology to Facilitate Geometric Insights in Teaching Problem Solving Skills to Pre-service Teachers.

· G. Arthur Mihram, Princeton University, with D. Mihram, USC, On Godel’s Proof and the Relation Between Mathematics and the Physical World.  Preliminary report.

· M. Munakata, Montclair State University, Constructing Puzzles to Promot Mathematical Thinking.  Preliminary report.

· Katherine Safford Ramus and Brian Hopkins, Saint Peter’s College, Assessing the Mathematics Major:  A Triangulated Approach. Preliminary report.

· Linda Tappin, Montclair State University, with Michael Jones, Monclair State University, The Pythagorean Theorem of Baseball.

· Bert Wachsmuth, Seton Hall University, Tablet PC and Mathematics.  A Match Made in Heaven.

· Charles A. Weibel and Lew Hirsch, Rutgers University, WeBWork Effectiveness in Rutgers Calculus.

AMS, SIAM or AWM Presentations by MAA members (a selected citation):

· John Conway, Princeton University, with Derek A. Smith, Octonion Multiplication Theorems.

· Kevin Hughes and Hieu D. Nguyen, Rowan University, Solitons and Random Cauchy Matrices. Preliminary report.

· Dawn A. Lott, NJIT, Panelist on Supporting the diverse personal lives of mathematicians.

· Stephen G. Hartke, Rutgers University, The Elimination Procedure for the Competition Number is Not Optimal. Preliminary report.

· Michael Jones, Montclair State University, with others, Forming Stable Coalitions from Preferences over Coalition Partners.

· Marco Lenci, Stevens Institute of Technology, Typicality of recurrence for (aperiodic) Lorentz gases. Preliminary report.

· Robert M. Miura, NJIT, Modeling Spreading Cortical Depression in the Brain-Cell Microenvironment. Preliminary report.

· J. Namazi, Fairleigh Dickinson University, A Dini Condition. Preliminary report.

· Thomas J. Osler, Rowan University, Generalizations of Lambert’s series.

