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CITATION FOR
GERARD A. VENEMA

FOR THE
MICHIGAN SECTION

MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

!e Michigan Section of the Mathematical Association of America is pleased 
to recognize Gerard A. Venema as the 2013 recipient of its Distinguished Ser-
vice Award. We gratefully acknowledge the many contributions he has made 
both to our Section and to the larger mathematical community for many years.
Professor Venema served on the Executive Committee of the Michigan MAA 
during 2003–2006. !is included co-chairing the program committee for the 
Annual Meeting held at Oakland University in 2004 and chairing the Exec-
utive Committee during 2004–2005. He also chaired the local arrangements 
committee for the Annual Meeting held at Calvin College in 2006. 
At the national level, he has served since 2009 as Associate Secretary of the 
MAA. In this capacity he is responsible for all aspects of programming at the 
organization’s two largest annual meetings—MathFest and the Joint Mathe-
matics Meetings. He is a regular speaker at MAA meetings besides those in 
Michigan. From 1998 to 2000 he served at the NSF as Program Director for 
Topology, Geometric Analysis, and Foundations; he served for 10 years on the 
editorial board of !e American Mathematical Monthly; and he now serves on 
the editorial board of MAA Focus.
At Calvin College, he has served as department chair three di"erent terms. 
He has taken a special interest in mentoring junior members of his own de-
partment as well as those at neighboring institutions as consultant for Project 
NExT. He was instrumental in starting a research program by undergraduates 
at Calvin, #rst as co-Director of an REU site run with Hope College and later 
as co-PI on RUI grants.
!roughout his career, Professor Venema has remained active in both research 
and teaching. He serves on the organizing committee of the Workshops on 
Geometric Topology, and his many publications include the textbook Foun-
dations of Geometry, which emphasizes proof-writing for mathematics majors 
at the intermediate level including those who aspire to be secondary teachers, 
and the text Exploring Advanced Euclidean Geometry with GeoGebra, which 
soon will be released by the MAA.
For his many years of dedicated service and outstanding leadership, the Mich-
igan Section is proud to present the

2013 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD  
TO 

DR. GERARD A. VENEMA
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facebook.com/amermathsoc
twitter: @amermathsoc

For more information about the year-long celebration,
visit:  ams.org/about-us/ams-125th

Advancing Mathematics Since 1888

Look for announcements of special events and sales 
throughout 2013 on ams.org, Facebook (amermathsoc), 
and Twitter (@amermathsoc, or use #AMS125).

In 2013 the American Mathematical
Society is celebrating its 125th anniversary. 
Founded in 1888 to further the interests
of mathematics research and scholarship,
the AMS continues to serve the national
and international community through
its meetings, publications, and
other programs.
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