COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
FOUNDED IN 1693
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

16 October 1956

Profegsor Richard P. Bailey
Department of Mathematics
U. S. Naval Academy
Anpapolis, Maryland

Dear Professor Bailey:

I write concerning the matter of our affiliation with a proposed nat-
ional committee on high school mathematics contests. I should make clear
here that the opinions set forth are entirely my own and they should not
be construed as reflecting the thoughts of others.

I believe that we should support a national committee and the contrel
of contests by a national organization. I do not feel that our local con-
tests should be forsaken however, bubt rather, incorporated into a national
prograim.

My reasons for this belief are as follows:

1. Standards for such contests will be uniformally set by
a national committee.

2. This nationalization will afford the opportunity for
talented young people in our Section to compete over a wider
area. This will, to some degree, reflect on local high school
curricula and the emphasis placed on important concepts.

3. The award of prizes might be made first on local
contest winners and then additionally on the national level.

L, Our Md.-D.C.-Va. Sectional Committee with its rich ex-
perience and 'know how' cen be expected to ald in the plans and
organization of this national program and would undoubtedly be
selected for positions of administration and direction.

I do not know what the Board of the MAA has in mind at present concerning
the national program. It might very well turn out that contests directed
nationally would consist of preliminary centests in the Sections such as we
conduct now.

I shall urge Professor Fruend again to enlist Mr. Norris and Professor
Lloyd to speak fully and clearly on these matters at our December meeting.



This matter should be of primary interest to all our membership and I
expect we can obtain a concensus from the floor, It might be good to
alert the membership and stimulate some thinking in advance of the

meebing.
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Sincerely,
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Robert CG. Yat s///

Head, Mathematics Department

Professor J. E. Fruend, Virginia Polytechnic Institute
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T. Ramler, Catholic University of America
W. Moore, U. 3. Naval Academy

H. Norris, Jr., Norfollk, Virginia

B, Lloyd, D. C. Teachers'! College
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BEPARTMENY OF MATHEMATICS

October 11, 1956

Prof. Richard P. Bailey
Department of Mathematics
U. 5. Naval Academy
Annapolis, Maryland

Dear Prof, Bailey:

In the matter of national and local mathematics. contests for High
Schools, the consensus of opinions of members of the department of Mathe-
mabics at the Catholic University of America seems to be that the Mary-
land, District of Columbia, and Virginla section of the Mathematical
Association of America should participate in a national contest, thus
giving our local high school students an opportunity to participate and
to compete for larger prizes.

This point of view seems to favor giving up our local contests,
Nevertheless it is thought that contestants of our sectional area who
do not win a prize at the national level, but who do creditably and
excel among the contestants of this area should reteive some recognition
in the form of a prize or prizes sponsored locally, " This feature could
very likely be administered by our local contest committee.

Very truly yours,
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. \
Otto J. Rgmler, Chairman
Departnent of Mathematics
Cgtholic University of America
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ccs Professor Yates, College of William and Mary
Professor Freund, Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Professor Moore, U. 5, Naval Academy
Professor Norris, Jr., Norfolk, Virginia
Professor D. B, Lloyd, D. C. Teachers' College
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i bherafore suggest bhat the gecond po m‘gwﬁagfgﬂﬂ?thmg\ﬁﬁ
the Frecutive and Finenee Gowmittess of the MAA be rvevieed bo :
in such o wsy that we reauest the privilepe of solicibing funde aend
priaes frow any and sll industeisd oppanigstions having offices
L our peographlesl avea, with the andevatending that we make 1t

Giese in the solieltation letbers that the lpocal sectlon is baking
ﬁﬁll regponsibility for the adminletration of funds gnd die pmsi%mvu
af prized.

T an recomnending o you that we forward your petition, amended
in ageordsnce with the sbove sugrestion,  However, in vlew of my
ponvergabions vith Professor Gebman ab i Arbor, I entlolpate t
Buffalo will fgﬁ@@t to receive instesd a much mope detalled propos:
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T am baking the liborby of sending coples of this lotbter to B he
nhher pembaeg of the Wwesublive Commlttoe Pop infarmmﬁiﬁﬂa

Very singerely yours,

Richard P, Balley

Secretary

wa. o Dolle = Vaeo Section
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Frofessor B.C. Marth
Profesaer WM. Horrig






