QUESTIONNAIRE FOI MAA MEMBYRS
ON ACCREDITATION AND CERTIIICATION IV MATHEMATICS *
Name (optiomal):.
. Institution (optional):
Total: undergraduate enrollment at your institution:
T

Highest degree offered by your dopartnent-:

For each of the classifications listed lmlov please insert "Yes", "No", or a'

wMM&MMMM}uQHr—f
are unsure that the proposed activity would be wortlwhile. In‘the larger
box please insert the numbers of the listed reasons that you comsider to
be most important to you in reaching your decision. Please add your own
reasons if you comsider those listed to be inadequate., It is assumed that
accreditation or certification, i{f undertaken, would be .under the auspices
of the Assdciation or some other mation:l mathematical body,

‘Accreditation of mathematics Certification (by national
departments for preparation examination) of individuals
of students for: as adequately prepared for:

Graduate work

in mathematics

Teaching in

secondary school

Teaching in a b

two year college .

Teaching in a

four year college

Ph.D. degree

Other (explain)

Please add (on the back of this page) any comments you may have that are

not adequaely covered above. Return the completed questionnaire to your
Section Chairman., Thank you for your assistance.

*For 'exphnationu of some of the terms used and a discussion of some of
the issues involved, see the article "The Question of Accreditation and
Certification" in the September, 1970 issue of The American Mathematical

Monthly.




Possible favorable points

1.

Accreditation (certificatior) would help to assure adequate
preparation for the given ectivity.

2,

Accreditation (certiﬂut}on) would assist departments in improving
thair programs by giving thﬁ guidance on enrricular matters.

Accreditation (cdrtlﬂ&tton) would nnut d.pnrmnto in improving

their programs by ;ixlna tha "l-uni.tiou" to use with their
administrations, : . ,

Accreditation (ccttuicqtton) ‘mu assist uhini.otutou in

w-lt)ntm applicants’ for tuéhtu po-itl.m (ahtuion to graduate
work

Accreditation (coruuc&tion) would assist potcnthl staff members
in evaluacing departments’ thiy -uhc ‘join, . :

" Accreditation (corti!i.ca:!.qn) mld give .guidance and assistance to

. $tate Departments of Bducation in.certifying teachers.

- 10,

i "

12, .

13,

Accreditation (coruﬁ.htton) vould put pressore on weak departments
to iqu-m their pro.rm

Aec:dditdtion (eorttﬁcuion) for m-mt (fout-yur) college
teaching would provide a useful criterion other than the Ph.D. as
qualification for such poutiont..

. Accreditation (certification) would help assure adequately prcpurcd

staff in growing institutionms.”




Possible unfavorable points

14

re in time and

15,

16.

17,

18.

19.

20,

2L,

a2,

23,

24,

25,

26.

money than would be justified by its effect.

Accreditation (certification) is impractical because of the difficulty
of designing adequate evaluation cwdteria (an adequate examination):

Accreditation (cextification) would tend to rigidify the curriculum
and to discourage curticulat experimeritation,

Certification would tend to engender courses taught towards the
examination rather than towards urderstanding.

Accreditation for preparation for graduate work would tend to cause
a department to neglect or igmore the many other roles a college
mathematics department should play.

Accreditation (certification) for secondary school (two-year college)
teaching would tend to interfere with state certification procedures,

Accreditation would tend to further weeken veak departments since
new staff might be unwilling to joim an unaccredited department,

Accreditation for preparatiom of teachers would tend to interfere
with the current process of accreditatiom for teacher education,

Certification by natiomal exaiination worid encourage a rather nennin;-
less competition between departnemta in regard to their graduates'
examination scores,

Accreditation (certification) for two-year college teacher would
probably emphasize 'college-transfer methematics® and tend to ignore
the other functions of a two-year college mathematics teacher,




