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Dear Professor Alder:

The lowa Section of the Mathematical Association of America at
its spring meeting had a panel discussion on accraeditation and
certification, The following are the responses to the various Items
on the guestionnaire.

Accreditation of mathematics  Certification (by national

departments for preparation examination) of Individuals
of students for: as adequately prepared for:

Graduate work In s y

mathematics 452 5/53

Teachf?g iq 7/30 6/34

secondary school

Teaching in a fwo . .

year college 1/32 5/34

Teaching In a four _— -

year college /53 5/33

Ph.D. degree 6/33 4/32

The denominator represents the number of votes cast and the
numerator represents the number of yes votes.

The most frequently cited reasons for opposing certification and
accraditation were [tems fourteen and fifteen with sixteen next and then
seventeen. The most frequently clited reasons for favoring one or the
other were items one, seven and four, In that order.

To summarize | would say that our sectlon Is very much opposed to
either activity by the Association, However at the discussion there
were several favorable remarks about the visiting lecturer program.
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Perhaps some of the goals of a program of accreditation could be
accomp | fshed by expanding the visiting lecturer program.,

Sincerely,

Tim Robertson
Associate Professor
Depariment of Statistics
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