April 2L, 1967

Ty J. G Chellevold
B. B, Gillam
8. 2. Treider
R. ¥Melilson
7. price
5. ﬁ, Tuttle

Gentlemen

I wish %o report on the action I have taken with
regpect o the selection of "an cutstending high school
teacher Of mathematics®. From the individuoal lists
submitted to ne by five of vou, I cobtained an amalgameted
list of twenty four people which is enclosed. To each of
the principals of these twenty four people, I sent &
letter and two fomms, samples of which are also encloced.
L am vexy pleased %o raporit that ¥ received 100 per ecent
vesponse from the principals. 2all but five of the teachers
had been given the forms o couplete. One of the five
gxceptions was not curvently teaching.

In selecting an avardee, ¥ had to lay ecertain ground
woerk, pavt of which is indicated by the guestions asked of
the principals and teachers. Por further examle, ¥
exeluded suporvisory poople vwio wexe not now full time class
room Leachers: I alme axcluded a teacher who had ¢aught only
one year. On first xeading, I nazxrowed the list to the
candidates which nave % &fﬁ%f.tﬁ%i: names. These were not
obvious selectlons. With two exceptions, all of ihe people
have very outstanding qualifications.

From the responsges, it was apparent that nost of the
people fell into one of two categories: A -~ ¢oachers
nearing retirement that had served mathematics well for
nearly forty yvears, and B -~ younger people that were
alxeady beginning to prove thesselves. It is my opinion
that the award should properly go to 2 person in catecory B.
in fact, if the zward had been given for gome 15 ox &w yeazs,
I am confident that the people in categoryv A would have B
already received the avard aznd would not now be elgible.



However, oune does nob casually by pass thirty six
years of leademship and imagination. I would have preferred

to seleet a

£or six

imitaze,

paxrgon in each category, and continue to do BO

OX Seven years in order 2o delete category A.

his nos being possible, aut of deference Lo age and reagspach
for long service, ¥ dexided on Miss Eihel Cain of Roosavelt
Eigh School in Des Maines. Two of you recommended her

as A L. and one of the cther teschers included a special
lettar calling my atéention to Mise Cain! Yhe forms she

and her principals returned clearly indicate that hew career
has been exeepiional znd i cne Ffor the younger teachers o

Hy recommendations for next year include:
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Organize, develop a methodical provess for
selecting candidates, preferably ceordinating
with people making selectiony in physics,
chemistry and hiciogy.

Have a clearly cefined basis for the award.
Decide, before seshing candidates, betwsen

E Aoy

categories k and .

Prabably expand the teachers questionaires.
Limit guesiion 3 to past six vears; limis
question 5 to past three Yeare. Do nont
wderestinmete the value of questions © and 7
orx similaxr guestions.

The principalts form was zatisfactory; generaily,
their respomzes woere vaifornly glowing, and of
minor use for selestion. I do not gee how o
change this.,

¥ invite your commonts on this matter. I appreciate
VEIY much vour prompt ragponses L0 my reguest for names,
without which, no awara could be given.
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Reopectfully,

o/ anws L. Cor  Z7

James L. Cornette




