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trict of Columbia/Maryland/Virginia, and Southern California Sections.

Remarkable too was the overall attendance at that first meeting, 60. The
program attracted a number of high school teachers in addition to college and
university faculty. Largely pedagogical, the program contained some mathe-
matics as well and was clearly designed to appeal to a wide audience. It is
interesting that Professor Lenzen'’s talk on physical geometry was published
as an article in the Monthly in the same issue as the report of the organizational
meeting,

Sophia Levy of the University of California, Berkeley, served as Secre-
tary pro tem at the first meeting, where A. L. McCarty of San Francisco Junior
College was elected Chairman. McCarty had been a teacher at Lowell High
School before he joined the faculty of the junior college in 1936. William
Chinn, who took mathematics courses from him at Lowell, recalls that “he
was known as a taskmaster and hard grader.” Bill remembers him “shuttling
between classes at Berkeley with his briefcase and shining pate.” From Mc-
Carty’s presentations at early meetings of the Section, one could conclude
that he had an interest in Dio-
phantine problems.

Sophia Levy was elected
Vice-Chair. She was a member of
the Mathematics faculty at
Berkeley and eventually married
John McDonald of that faculty. It
was not until McDonald's retire-
ment that she could marry him,
due to the nepotism rules in ef-
fect at that time. She took a lead-
ing role in the Section and served
on a number of committees con-
cerned with mathematical educa-
tion.

Harold Bacon had received
his Ph.D. from Stanford in 1933
and had joined the Stanford fac-
ulty that same year. He was
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C. Preston (San Jose State), Ken-
neth Skeen (Diablo Valley Col-
lege) and E. Hargrave Swift (El
Cerrito High School). The same
Committee made other recom-
mendations, such as the appoint-
ment of standing committees (1)
on the high school contest, (2) on
visiting lecturers, and (3) on
mathematics teaching. The last
was intended to be set up jointly
with the California Mathematics
Council. These last recommenda-
tions, though accepted by the
Executive Committee, did not
involve by-laws changes.

In 1972 the national office
of the MAA suggested revisions Griffith C. Evans
of section by-laws for all sections.
A model was sent out to section secretaries outlining recommended organiza-
tional details. The Northern California Section formed a Committee on the
By-laws, consisting of W. Rollin Hanson (City College of San Francisco),
William H. Landis (Contra Costa County Department of Education), and
Thomas Southard (California State, Hayward), Chair. The end result indi-
cated either conservatism or a conviction that things were going well for the
Section as they were, because the recommendation of the Committee was that
the system of electing officers not be changed even though the system did not
fit the standard structure suggested by the national office. The Executive
Committee and the membership accepted the Committee’s recommendation.

(The by-laws approved at that time are still in effect and appear elsewhere in
this history.)

Meetings

Though there were 60 at the first meeting of the Section, by the time of
the second meeting the total attendance had gone up to 110, only 20 of whom
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C. M. Fulton Raphael M. Robinson

MAA members in Hawaii alone. Attendance at the Hawaii meeting indicated,
however, that a separate section is not a practical possibility at this time. The
Northern California Section may continue to hold occasional joint meetings
there with the AMS.

Influence on Education

Over the many years the Section has been concerned with curricular
matters at the college and university level but also in the preparation of high
school students for college level mathematics. At the second meeting of the
Section, the following resolution was passed: “The Northern California Sec-
tion of the Mathematical Association of America and those in attendance at
the meeting of the Section wish to go on record as favoring that a program of
mathematics be provided in the secondary schools, beginning normally with
algebra in the ninth year, to be available for those who wish to elect it or who
otherwise need it in preparation for college work. It is felt that a capable
student should be able to secure solid geometry and trigonometry in the
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It wasn’t until 1976 that the Executive Committee began discussions on estab-
lishing a more formal Section newsletter with a separate editor. The following
year the newsletter appeared with Henry Osner (Modesto Junior College) as
editor. William Chinn (City College of San Francisco) succeeded him in 1981
and has continued to edit the Newsletter up to the present time. The Newslet-
ter (in recent years called “MAA Nor-Cal Mini-Focus’") comes out in the fall,
prior to the annual meeting.

e® Awards and Resolutions

Over the years the Section
has made a number of awards or
presentations at its annual busi-
ness meetings. Winners of the
William Lowell Putnam Competi-
tion residing in the Section have
often been recognized at the Sec-
tion meetings and awarded mem-
berships in the MAA.

In 1960 Roy Dubisch of
Fresno State had written a short
history of the Section. Long ac-
tive in all aspects of the Section’s
work, in 1961 Professor Dubisch
decided to leave the Section to
take a position at the University
of Washington. At the January
meeting that year the Section

passed the following: Roy Dubisch

“BEITRESOLVED: That the Northern California Section of the Mathe-
matical Association of America express its sincere appreciation to Professor
Dubisch for his numerous efficient and effective activities for the improve-
ment of this section, these having been carried out as Chairman and Secretary-
Treasurer of the section, as Chairman of the Visiting Lectureship Committee
of the section, and as an active, concerned member of the section.”
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Past Officers

First Row: Charles A. Hayes, Ruth Anne Fish, Mary V., Sunseri, Leonard F. Klosinski, Jean J. Pedersen, Gerald C.
Preston; Second Row: E. Maurice Beesley, William G. Chinn, Roseanna Torretto, Carroll O. Wilde, Stanley P.
Hughat, Lester H. Lange, Hugh M.W. Edgar; Third Row: G. Thomas Sallee, Michael Thibodeaux, Kenneth R.
Rebman, Henry L. Alder, Donald J. Albers, Gerald L. Alexanderson, John A. Mitchem, Howard ). Weiner
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Section Governors
Lester H. Lange, Hugh M. W. Edgar, Mary V. Sunseri, Gerald L. Alexanderson, Jean J.
Pedersen, Kenneth R. Rebman
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Directors of the Visiting Lecturer Program
Leonard F. Klosinski, Gerald L. Alexanderson, E. Maurice Beesley, Lester H. Lange,
Donald C. Pfaff
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National Officers
Gerald L. Alexanderson (First Vice-President--1984-85, Secretary-Elect--1990-),
Donald J. Albers (Second Vice-President--1983-84), Henry L. Alder (Secretary--1960-
75, President--1977-78), William G. Chinn (Second Vice-President--1981-82)
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